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e Dest tathmian canal 18 the oue most easily re-'
bullt on & larger scale.”

8. “In this, as in all other suggested plass, the
suxilisry works can all be readily completed be-
fore the Culebra cut. This plan involving the least
work on that cut can therefore be completed the
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Cuba’s Latest View of the Platt
Amendment,

Several weeks ago a bill was intro-
duced in the Cuban House of Repre-
sentatives for the printing and distri-
bution of fifty thousand copies of the
Cuban Constitution minus the Platt
Amendment. A motion to amend the
bill by providing for the inclusion of
the Platt Amendment was defeated last
Friday by a vote of 16 to 15.

The form in which Cuba prints and
distributes her Constitution is no affair
of ours. She may omit as many of its
titulos, secciones or anticulos as she
sees fit. Tho recent action of the House
has no significance asideMrom its mani-
festation of the persistence of the ob-
jection of a considerable element of
the Cuban people to the Platt Amend-
ment,

But the Cubans are wrong in their
view of the place which the instrument
now holds. It is a part of their Con-
stitution, and will so continue until
stricken out, as it can be, under the

' provision of Article 115, by a “resolution

adopted by two-thirds of the total num-
ber of members of each co-legislative
ibody.” The Constitutional Convention
may have accepted it under protest,
as the alternative of a less acceptable
oondition; but it was accepted, finally
and definjtely, on June 12, 1801, by a
vote of 16 to 11, four members of the
body absenting themselves.

In view of the possibility that the
amendment might some time be amended
out of the Constitution, the case was
covered by Article VIIL of the amend-
ment itself in a provision that “by way
of further assurance the Government
of Cuba will embody the foregoing
provisions in a permanent treaty with
the United States.” The view of Con-
gressman VILLUENDAS, a reluctant in-
dorser of the amendment in the con-
wention, that it is no longer a part of
' the Constitution for the reason that it is
‘ embodied in g permanent treaty, falls to

I the ground in the face of the fact that,

so far as we are aware, this treaty has

not yet been ratified and put into effect.

" Unless we are mistaken, the instru-
~ ment reposes in a Cuban pigeonhole.

Upon none of the provisions of the

{nstrument have the Cubans shown the

k8 slightest disposition to entrench, with

e

the single exception of their present
dangerous ‘indifference to its financial
stipulations. Upon that point the pro-
visions of the instrument drafted by
their own convention constitute as rigid
a restraint as does the Platt Amendment,

i The trouble is that the Cubans are just

. now trying to dodge both.

The One Hundred Foot Level Canal,

Public as well as professional interest
in the question of canal policy increases
as the time approaches for the meeting
of the consulting engineers attached to
the Panama Commission. That board is
expected to begin its work on Sept. 1,
one month from to-morrow. It is a patri-
otic duty for those who have useful
ideas on the subject to formulate them

i
' before that date.
i3

We therefore welcome the appehrance
last week in the Engineering News of a
valuable paper by Major Cassius E.

f GILLETTE, now in charge of the Engi-

neer Office at army headquarters at San
Francisco. Major GILLETTE, with large
previous experience in river control and
* lock and dam construction, was detailed

 tothe Isthmus last year and made a close
" personal study of conditions there, His

present opinions have particular interest

i because, as is stated editorially by the
t* Engineering News, he went to Panama
. with astrong prejudice in favor of thesea
¥ level idea, a prejudice, indeed, conoceived

as long ago as the time when the only

i plan under contemplation by anybody

was that of the lock canal recommended

I by the commission of 1800.

But Major GILLETTE'S observations on
L the Isthmus not only convinced him that
L the outright sea level plan was the least
k- expedient of all, but that the most prac-
1';tloable and most expedient scheme was
i that which holds a place almost at the
‘other extreme of the scale, namely, at
‘the one hundred foot level. His revised
_and matured views on the subject resem-
ble those entertained by the late GEORGE
8, MoR18OX, except that Major GILLETTE
would build the great dam, not at Bohio,
but at Gatun, about ten miles nearer the
Oolon terminal,
The Major's paper is full of most inter-

“¥ esting suggestions as to details of the

| work. These concern his professional
brethren and need not detain us, but
everybody can understand the signifi-
cance of the process of rectification
which has led this intelligent engineer
officer, starting with an impression in
' favor of the sea level, to rejeot succes-
sively the thirty foot level, the sixty
* foot level, the eighty-five foot level and
" the ninety-seven foot and five inch level,
and to adopt the one hundred foot level
as the most advantageous plan.
Briefly, the process of reasoning which
' has resulted in so wide a change of opin-
ion is set forth in these three propositions
. wiich we extract from different parts of
Major GILLETTE'S article:
1. “In general, that plan for any englneering
i work 1s best which accomplishes the desiped object
@t the least total cost.”
2, “Some one has sald that the best pavement

" for American cities 1s the one that can most easily
Il « be dug up, Simllarly, it might almost be sald that

‘\._ o ;

Thus it will be seen that Major Cas-
s81us E. GILLETTE, by independent obser-
vation and reasoning, has reached prac-
tically the same philosophy of canal
construction as was expounded in Mr.
BUNAU-VARILLA'S sapient and disinter-
ested memorandum submitted to the
President in March and printed in THE
SuN about two months ago.

That is to say, Major GILLETTE, like
the distinguished French engineer, per-
ceives cledrly that promptness of com-
pletion, as measured by the extent of
necessary excavation, and consequently
by the cost of the work, is the controlling
consideration; that the best canal to dig
on this basis is the canal which can be
most easily transformed to suit future
conditions; and, finally, that the time
required to complete the whole canal is
determined by the time needed to com-
plete the Culebra cut, its most trouble-
some feature,

It may be noted that Mr. BUNAU-
VARILLA goes one step beyond the point
now reached by Major GILLETTE on the
same line and in the same direction.
The French engineer recommends &
summit level thirty feet higher than
the one hundred foot level favored by
Major GILLETTE. As the Culebra cut
is now at 150 feet above the sea, only
twenty feet of excavation remain at
that point before the prism of the canal
itself is reached; and the time needed
for the completion of the whole work
is thereby shortened, as compared with
a one hundred foot level plan.

Such practical considerations as have
led this American engineer and this
French engineer to their respective
conclusions are bound to prevail, we
think, over any theoretical or sentimental
ideas whatsoever.

The Abuses of Trade Unions,

The opinion of the Supreme Court of
the State of Massachusetts in the case
of BERRY va. DONOVAN, recently referred
to in passing, has now been reported
in full, and is interesting particularly for
the remarkable similarity of point of
view with the New York and Illinois
courts in dealing with the abuses of
trade unions. - In many places the
language of Chief Justice KNOWLTON
in the Massachusetts case is almost
identical with the expressions in the
other judicial opinions. The case is un-
,usual, though not unique,‘in the nature
of the legal action, which was one in tort,
brought not by the company but by an
employee, to recover damages sustained
by the defendant’'s malicious interfer-
ence with the plaintiff’s right of con-
tract. A common law jury brought in
a verdict in the plaintiff’s favor for $1,500,
which was affirmed on appeal.

The plaintiff was a shoemaker, em-
ployed by the firm of HAzZEN B. Goobp-
RICH & Co. at Haverhill, Masa., under a
contract terminable at will. He had
been working there for four years when
the defendant, a representative of the
Boot and Shoe ‘Workers' Union, induced
GooDRICH & Co. to discharge him. The
discharge was occasioned by an agree-
ment.entered into by the union and the
shoe concern, whereby the employer
agreed to hire only members of the
union in good standing, ani not to re-
tain any. shoe worker after receiving
notice from the union that such worker
was objectionable to the union, “either
on account of being in arrears for dues,
or disobedience of union rules or laws, or
from any other cause.”

At the trial the defendant attempted
in vain to get before the jury various
propositions. The Judge refused to
charge that the contract was legal or
that the defendant was only liable if he
used threats, or intimidation, or slander
or some other unlawful means of coercion
to cause the employee’s discharge.

Chief Judge KNOWLTON now says that
the trial Judge was right. He continues:

* The right to dlspose of one's labor as he will,
and to have the benefit of one's lawful contracts,
{s incident to the freedom of the individual, which
lles at the foundation of the government in all
countries that maintaln the principle of civil liberty,
Such a right can lawfully be Interfered with only
by one who is acting In the exercise of an equal
or superior right which comes In confllct with the
other. An Intentlonal interference with such a
right without lawful justification is maliclous In
law, even If it 1s from good motives and without
express malice.”

Chief Judge KNOWLTON then proceeds
to demolish the attempted justification
of the defendant that the contract was
part of legitimate competition:

= The principle appealed to would justify 4 mem-
ber of the union, who was seeking employment for
himself, in making an offer to serve on such terms
as would result, and as he knew would resuit, In the
digcharge of the plaintiff by his employers, to make
a place for the newcomer. Such an offer for such
a purpose would be unobjectionable. It would be
merely the exercise of a personal right, equal in
importance to the plaintifi's right. But an Inter-
ference by a combination of persons to obtaln the
discharge of a workman because he refuses to
comply with their wishes, for their advantage,
in some matter In which he has a right to act In-
dependently, is not competition.”

Nor can the procedure be justified as
another kind of so called competition,
between employers and the employed, in
the attempt of each class to obtain as
large a share as possible of the income
from their combined efforts in the in-
dustrial fleld. Judge KNOWLTON holds
that such results are too remote to war-
rant this harmful interference. Ex-
panding on this proposition, he declares:

“ It such an object were treated as legitimate,
and allowed to be p ed to its pl -
plishment, every employes would be forced into
membership in a union, and the unlons, by & com-
bination of those In different trades and occupa-
tions, would have complete and absolute control
of all the Industries In the country. Employers
would be forced to yield to all thelr demands or
give up business. The attalnment of such an ob-
ject In the struggle with employers would not be

petity but poly. A monopoly oon-
trolling anything which the world must have is
fatal to prosperity and progress. In matters of
this kind the law does not tolerate monopolies.
The attempt to foree all laborers to combine In
unions 1s against the policy of the law, because 1t
alms at monopoly. It therefore does not jusiify
causing the discharge by the employer of an in-
dividual laborer working under a contract.”

The Court concludes this line of rea-

oot
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soning by the following ‘explanation,
which, we submit, is the view of all who
wafit to see fair play: '

“ We have no desire to put obstacles in the way
of employees who are seeking by combination to
obtaln better conditlons for themselves and thelr
families. We have no doubt that laboring men
have derived and may hereafier derive advantages
trom organization. We only say that under correct
rules of law, and with a proper regard for the rights
of Individuals, labor unions cannot be permitted
to drive men out of employment because they
choose to work Independently. If disagreements
between those who furnish the capital and those
who perform the labor employed in industrial en-
terprises are to be settled only by industrial wars,
it would give a great advantage so combinations
of employees if they could be permitted by force
to obtain & monopoly of the labor market. Dut
we are hopeful that this kind of warfare will soon
glve way to industrial peace, and that rational
methods of settling such controversies will be
adopted universally.”

This is an important addition to the
law of labor unions, as judicially declared
by the State courts.

John Mitchell on the Coal Strike.

We are indeed glad to be able to say
to our readers, on no less authority
than that of Mr. JoEN MITCHELL, that
the “stories of strikes and general strikes”
in the coal mining districts are “all rot.*
He denies with indignation that any
preparations are being made either
for a strike this fall or for a strike next
spring, when the agreements between
the miners and their employers will
expire. As for a strike this fall, he
declares that “the United Mine Workers
have never broken an agreement yet
and do not propose to begin now,”

If Mr. M1TCHELL had read with greater
care the editorial article in THE SuN of
July 27, to which he objects, he would
have seen that we said that it was “in-
conceivable that either miners or opera-
tors would assume responsibility for
the precipitation of a conflict during
the life of the agreements.” As for
Mr. MiTrcHELL'S denial that any prep-
arations are being made for a strike
next April, or that a defense fund is
being raised in expectation of a struggle
at that time, we admit the probability
of Mr. MITCHELL'S better information
and are glad to have his assurance of
peace in the coal areas. So far as we
know Mr. MITCHELL has made no threats,
no positive assertions, regarding a strike
next year.

But when we see a nation mobilizing
its army and doing all it can to fill its
treasury, and when we hear some of
its leaders talking war and preparedness
for war, we are ’compelled to believe
that war is at least possible. All this
may besaid for the United Mine Workers.
At the annual meeting of the organiza-
tion last January Mr. MITCHELL said,
in calling attention tao the expiration
of the agreements:

“ Tt la, of course, naceseary tn say that our abfl-
ity to make further advancement—or even to
retain our present standard of llving and wages—
will depend In no small degree upon the strength
and solldarity of our unlon.”

Just before the opening of that con-
vention it was reported that an effort
would be made in the convention to
fix a per capita assessment for raising
a large defense fund, and delegates say
that there will be not less than $3,000,000
in the national treasury at the expira-
tion of the present wage contract in
April, 1908.

It is no secret that for several weeks
Mr. MiTcHELL has been busily at work
in the ooal district, addressing large
and small bodies of miners and urging
them to get together. He is quoted as
saying at Scranton on July 27:

* 1 am apprehensive of the condition which may
prevall next year. Five hundred thousand mine
workers will be affected by the expiration of these
agreements. If we are prepared we can galn
better conditlons than we are enjoying at the
present time.”

All this may or may not point clearly
to the peace which Mr. MITCHELL pre-
dicts because he believes “that satis-
factory agreements will be entered
upon without much difficulty.” But,
from all that has been said and done
during the last seven months, it seems
to us that the United Mine Workers
intend to meet their employers on the
first of next April with a smile on their
facee and clubs in their sleeves. Mr.
MiTcHELL has said that he will not be
satisfied until the miners get an eight
hour day and a full recognition for their
union. What happens if he does not
get these and the advance in wages
which he also wants? The talk of
some of his lieutenants, notably that
of Vice-President LEwIs of the United
Mine Workers, is far less pacific than
that of Mr. MITCHELL.

We sincerely hope that Mr. MITCHELL
is right, that there will be no strike,
either this fall or next spring, and that
mutually satisfactory agreements be-
tween miner and operator may be made
and kept for all time.

The Franklin Bicentenary.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN was born in
Boston, Jan. 16, 1708. The Syracuse
Herald suggests that Congress and the
people generally make preparations to
celebrate worthily the two hundredth
anniversary of the birthday of this
famous American, who “would be named
by popular acclaim with WAsHINGTON
and LINCOLN as a trinity of greatest
Americans.”

FRANKLIN i8 a broader and more
sympathetic figure than WABHINGTON
and he was of much wider experience
as well as cultivation than LINCOLN.
His mental and public activities were
so varied that many celebrations would
be needed to do justice to them. The
University of Pennsylvania, the libraries,
the inventors and men of science, the
printers, editors and publishers, and
we don't know how many other bodies
and vocations have a special intereat.
in him,

His faithful, skilful and invaluable
services to the colonies and the new
United States need to be recalled specially
and signally. To mention but one thing,
could the United States have made
good their Declaration of Independence
without the French alliance? FRANKLIN
was the most accomplished diplomatist
the United States has bred; an antique—
and also characteristic eighteenth cen-
tury—philosopher, the wisest American ;

PO S e

"as ‘much appreciated st
is or to be abroad?
Are Americans all as grateful to him as
they should be?

He was and remains perhaps the
most interesting American, The hose
of a thousand orators will be turned
on him next January, The tranquil
and genial old heathen, the man who
could make even prudence and wisdom
pardonable, even genial, and whose
wholesome humanity with its little un-
concealed errors is still so winning—we
dare say that he would be bored by all
these eulogies. The best way to honor
him is to study his long and great career,
to read his works, to become reasonably
familiar with a sage without a drop of
priggism in him.

Mayor Dunne on His Hobby.

Speaking on “Municipal Ownership”
before the Boston Tammany Club, the
Hon. Epwarp FrrzsiMMoNs DUNNR,
Mayor of Chicago, said:

“1 can confideatly assert that it is almost in-
variably the rule that where utilitles are furnished
by private companies they cost from 30 t0 100
per cent. more than where the same uillitles are
turnished by the public companies.”

It is unnecessary to ask upon what
facts and statistics this generous gener-
alization rests. It carries inherent evi-
dence of its truth, Private corporations
are dependent upon narrow specialista
and experts. In the hands of liberal
statesmen and men of affairs, like the
Hon. BATR Housk JonN and the Hon.
HINKY DINE, for example, the manage-
ment of public utilities could not fail
to be very different from private man-
agement. :

“ Backed as we are by public senti-
ment and the righteousness of our cause,”
continues Mayor DUNNE, “I have no
fears for the ultimate result.” The
ultimate result! In 'his enthusiasm
Mayor DUNNE may be pardoned for
forgetting that he was elected Mayor
in order that municipal ownership might
be an “immediate " result.

But what skills a little delay, a tempo-
rary postponement of the millennium,
since “Chicago is in earnest, and when
she says ‘I will' to-day, she will say ‘I
have done' to-morrow"” ?

Possibly Chicago will be glad to “have
done” with municipal ownership after
she gets it. At present the new toy is
unattainable and therefore precious.

Mayor DUNNE confidently predicts that
when once Chicago “has proved that
municipalization of street car plants is
an assured success, it will mean that
hundreds of other American cities will
follow in her wake.”

No doubt. Meanwhile it is Chicago's
wake, not that of the other cities, which
watch her with sympathetic curiosity.

The Albia Union, an Iowa journal to
which the Hon, Jonaraan Prexrras Dor-
LIVER is justly dear, has an interesting
opinion as to the manner in which the
Senate committees are selected. Repeat*
ing the familiar story that Senator DoL-
LIVER is “slated” for the chairmanship of
the Senate Committee on Agriculture, the
Union says: ;

~ Secretary WrLsoX, in looking for 8 man who
could fill the place, has hit on the Senator.”

A very convenient arrangement for the
Department; but doubtless Mr. WILSON
is too busy just now to attend to these
details. Besides, his Department has only
to ask and Congress will give obediently.

Our classical friend the Norfolk Land-
mark sighs amid these heats for impluvia
and atria and the Roman garb:

“ In our standards of hot weather dress for men
we are certalnly far behind anclent Rome.”

And still further behind the naked Piots.
Is the toga coming into fashion in Norfolk?
We should like to see our classical but
perspiring friend shift and bedeck and be-
drape him in the high old Roman fashion.

The products of Scotland county are chiefly
melons and pretty giris.—Raleigh News -Observer,

At last the Earthly Paradise has been
discovered.

Just at this time AQUINALDO Wwas dramatically
tor-

and suddenly, confronted Witeh o Tars SN,
Horribly tortured by his pals, the la-
drones. Where is his laureate, the
Hon. WiLLiaM LLoYD Garmison? It is time
to wake to ecstasy the living lyre and turn

out another sonnet to the patriot hero.

The Hon. LEE SLATER OVERMAN, a Sena-
tor in Congrees from North Carolina, says
that “no man that drinks can go to Con-
gress or bea Judge in North Carolina.” By
“drinks” he means “drinks too much,” we
suppose. The Tarheels don't insist that
their Judges and Representatives be abso-
lute Drys. As for the Governor of North
Carolina he represents a historic insti-
tution. He reécalls a sublime and unfor-
gettable moment. A pleasant gurgle as of
a brook in June is heard by the mind's
ears at mention of his name, and the throats
»f half-dying thirsty men in deserts and
desolate wildernesses are refreshed by the
thought of him.

e e———————

Fnglishmen make pretty good public officlals
in this country. GREENHALGE made a good Gover-
nor: WRAVRR Is the kind of Mayor hiladelphia
has long needed, and the Defrofl Journal says of
Governor WARNER of Michigan: " He has justified
every promise made concerning him, and every
instance of faith and confidence reposed in him."—
Boston Eceming Transcript.

Why not adopt them, then, and call them
what they are, Americans?

#

Tipping and Club Servants.

To TaR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir; Now It Is the
club servants that have begun to be demoralized
by the tipping system. Higher wages and the
Christmas subscription are evidently not oom-
pensation for the gratuities that visiting milllon-
aires scattér among the hotel servants.

TE® SUN printed the other day a letter which
gave volce to this complaint from one of these
servants, although it did not descrtbe the present
condition of domestic service in the New York
clubs. The old style English and Irish servants
have all but disappeared. Thelr places are rapldly
going to the Itallans and other Contlnental seér-
vants, who are willing to work for smaller pay.
Much greater rewards awalt the better tralned
and higher class servants in the new hotels. So
the house committees will be compelled to raise
the rate of wages or part with the kind of servants
that have been traditional in New York clubs,

Nrw YORE, July 28. CLUBMAN,

——————————
The Southerners and Their Oid Slaves.

To TEE Eprror or TRE SUN-—Sir: Please allcw
me t0 express my kebn appreciation of the grati-
tude shown to the Southern slaves by Mrs. Moore's
Jetter in Tms SuNof July 23. I hope her letter will
bring to the memory of many others the good
deeds that have been done by the colored people
in the South during slavery, and that they will
join her in the good work. I know that there are
thousanda of others that have had the same expe-
rience with the alave that Mrs. Moore has had, but
there are some 100 narrowminded 0 acknowledge

broad in their conception to try to hide the grand
and worthy service that was rendered by the alaves
and they will endeavor t0 help her in her moble
work. J. A B,
NEw Yomk, July 28, =
f
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SOLDIERS IN' OUR CIVIL WARY
The Old and Unsettied Question of the
Strength of Federals and Confoderates.

To Tam Epiron or Tam Bun—8ir: The
Baltimore Sun published some months ago
a statement, copled by you, that seems to
give a very Incorrect ides of the number of
soldiers in the Union and Confederate armies.

The Confederate Congress the first year
of the war very sensibly declared that “every
man owed military service to the Btate In
which he lived,” and passed a law placing
“every man between 18 and 45 years of age
in the Confederate army.”

As this law was paased when the war was
popular, the natural result was to make
every one, men, women and ohildren, rich
and poor, intensely interested in the success
of that army and loyal to it and ita cause
throughout the war and since.

The census of 1860 gives the seceding Btates
1,000,050 men between the ages of 18 and 45.
Men older than 45 served through the war
(Gen. R. E. Lee was 52), and many mere boys
went in. One or two of every \en ex-Con-
federates we meet claims to have gone in as a
mere boy (under 18). One ex-Confederate has
stated that when school closed in the spring
of 1862 he, with twelve other boys (the eldest
not 16), took their shotguns and ponies and
ran away to join the Confederate cavalry,
and served practically all the war-that s,
they served untll they were certain Johnston
was going to surrender, when they, with
hundreds of others, left the army and started
for home and of course were never paroled,

Pr. Jones of Virginia, in writing about
the casualties of the Confederate army,
referred to that army as numbering 600,000
men, whieh was probably a fair estimate of
it at the end of the war, and adding their
casualties of 437,000 would give more than
1,000,000 soldiers.

The census of 1800 gives 432,020 Confederate
soldlers then living in the United States. Add
to this the deaths {n the twenty-five years and
the casualties during the war, and the number
{8 conslderably more than 1,000,000,

The muster rolls lately sent to Washington
from the seceding States (although not all
in yet), we are told, show more than 1,000,000
men enlisted in the Confederate army.

The Provost Marshal General's official
report gives as the total combined strength
of all the Union armies:

JUIY 1, 1081, . co0ececeisiorcinncssssessssennes

.+ 183,000
. 527,000

8ix hundred and ninety-eight thousand
officers and soldiers seems to have been the
largest number of soldiers President Lincoln
had available at any one time during the war,
This number, of course, includes the troops
serving on the Pacific Coast, also those oper-
ating against Indians in the Northwest, and
on the Candian border, in garrison, guarding
rallways, prisons, &c.

The man who went into the Confederate
Army as officer or soldier enlisted for the war
and therefore was only counted once as one
enlistment.

In the North, unfortunately, the Federal
Congress did not pass a oonscription law that
would have enabled it to have fought the
war as a nation (as the South didj, but left it
to be fought out as a collection of States. The
Governors of States not only appointed and
promoted the regimental officers but dictated
who should be appointed Generals and staff
officers throughout the war. In the South
after the first year there were no political
Generals, staff or regimental officers: all
promotions were made by the soldiers in the
Confederate Army,

In the North men enlisted for three months,
and at the expiration of that time they were
mustered out and became civilians. If they
enlisted again the same men would be counted
twice, as each had made two eniistments.
Most of the men who enlisted for three years
“went veteran,” as it was called—that is,
at the end of three years they were mustered
out and enlisted for another three Yyears.
The majority of Union soldiers enlisted twice.
Many of them made three enlistments. -

At various times during the war emergen-
cies would cause thousands of men to turn
out for a few days. The older soldiers jok-
ingly said that a few of these men once got
near enough to a battle to be able to hear
the firing of artillery. They counted as
soldiprs, but as they lacked discipline, drill
and instruction, would have been useless
(unless behind fortifications) against ex-
perienced Confederate soldiers.

The Confederate law gave President Davis
an army of over 1,000,000 men. While he
probably could not at that time equip and
arm that pumber of men, it must be remem-
bered that after the first Bull Run battle
the Army of Virginia did not fight an import-
ant battle for nearly a year.

Each army was disciplining, equipping
and drilling in camp. The South had the
great advantage of interior lines of operation.
A nation with that advantage expects to
win in a war, unless her enemy largely out-
numbers her in soldiers.

When the Union army crossed the Potomac
River it came immediately into a hostile
community, and could obtain no information
of the roads, streams, &c., or positions of
the enemy, except by military reconnaissance,
and was forced to leave large detachments
of troops to guard its line of communication.
The further it went the smaller its fighting
force.

The impression of Northern troops has been
that up to the battle of Chancellorsville they

‘were generally outnumbered (in the battles

{n Virginia), at least on the important points
of the fleld, and their impresasion {s not un-
reasonable when we consider the number
of troops in the Confederate Army and that
they did not have to leave troops to guard
their communications and could thereiore
use their entire strength. The inhabitants
wera intensely loyal, and any movement of
Federal troops was promptly reported to the
Confederates. Tha Virginia officers and
soldiers were thoroughly familiar with the
whole country, its roads, streams, &c., and
Confederate troops could be promptly and
rapidly concentrated for action, while the
Union troops knew nothing until the pickets
commenced firing.

Although over 200,000 boys became IR years
of age during the war, the Confederates
seem to have been unable to replace their
losses In men. So from Chancelloraville
(May, 1863) on, the Federals probably out-
numbered the Confederates when they met,
but after Gettysburg both armies took to
the spade, breastworks made up to the de-
fense for lack of numbers, and after that the
Federals were probably, as a rule, the assail-
anta,

It is to be expected that if one soldier is
attacked by two of the enemy he will be
beaten, but if 80 soldiers are attacked by
100 the smaller force can put up a good
fight and may win. An army of 80,000 soldiers
can put up a strong battle against an army of
100,000 or 110,000 enemies, and if the smaller
army is thoroughly famillar with the country
and has a General of military skill suficient
to take advantage of the information he can
easily obtain from the friendly inhabitants
the smaller force can reasonably expect to
be victorious,

No one has ever doubted the skill of the
Generals of the Confederacy or the good
conduct of Confederate, troops.

Military men consider the organization of
the Confederate armies as beiter than that of
the Union armies.

And what is of still greater importance in
an army—the system of appointing and pro-
moting Confederate officers was much super=
for to that of the Union army. VETERAN.

Inexcusable Meanness in Kentucky.
From the Glaspow Repubdiican,

A good deal of meanness goes on in Glasgow,
but one of the most Inexcusable pleces of mean-
ness was the taking out of the bung of the gasollne
cdn in the court house yard, Saturday night, and
loss of more than forty gallons of gasoline. They
even threw the iron bung away. There is no clew
as to the perpetrators. .

In the August number the Worid's Work 1s given
up wholly to a description of the great Northwest,
the occasion being the Lewis and Clark fair at
Portland. It makes an Interesting and Instructive
nionograph on the country treated of. The mining
Stdtes and Alaska are fully considered as well as
the Canadian lands acroas the border., The ques-
tions of the Oriental trade and of the mastery of
the Pacific are deait with, The Illustrations are
numerous and some are very fine. Room ls found
for an appreciation of Secretary Hay.

To ran Eptton or Tmm Bun—8ir: In the
BUN of July 24 you did our Btate the honor
to refer at length to the achlevements in
pitching horseshoes of our esteemed Gover-
nor, the Hon, John H. Miokey, and to discuns,
with your usual acuteness, the probable
effect thereof on the political situation. In
the course of its remarks Tux SUN ventured
to suggest that Col. W, J. Bryan, also pre-
sumed to be a candidate for the United Btates
Benate, would find it necessary to acquire
a like skill at the game or be entirely sub-
merged by the wave of popular admiration
for the Governor since the results of the now
famous games In the rear of the Executive
Mansion have become known.

The Indications do not thus far justify
TuE BUN's conclusion. The Colonel, elither
hopeless of rivaling the skill of his opponent
In casting the disks, or deeming it unde-
sirable, at least at this time, to descend to
copying and thereby sacrifice his reputation
for daring and original Invention, has adopted
a course anurelrl different.

Hurriedly called home by his ugloul
political lleutenants from w;lnl ore

[ r Chautauquas on “T alue of an
lgg:ll‘l'e!or a muu ted sum and n':’:m of
the Colonel :Ju;:uod‘ on

the gate receip

our streets the other day attir

brim straw hat, checked gingham ,h rt,

overalls and plow shoes, and astride a

awaybacked farm horse, without sad 8

or blanket, uuldlng the anima) with thi al
ped &

of a work bridle having |mmense
Ever and anon the great man o
?arnplratlon from his noble brow and classic
entures with a large red blndungt handker-
chief, Balan rmly on his hip, as hi
ateed walked sedately along, the Colon:
held a common brown jug, such as is u
for holding mowing machine oll-—for which
purpose, in strict truth, the Colonel was
carrying it.

Arrived at the dmf store owned by our
ex-mstrguwr and his loyal friend the famous
orator dismountad, smiled expmnl:ﬁl& at
a group of astonlshed, openmouthed ad-
mirers on the curb and entered the drug
store, reappearing shortly with the jug in
one hand and a green backed farmers’almanao
in the other. Casting an eye up at the

the Colonel remarked pleucntlr"

weather,
b hoped it wouldn

to a byatander that he
rain till he got his hay up, and remounting
his plodding steed he returned h the
{;rinclpnl business street. Just by acoident
he local reporter of the Omaha World-Herald,
faithful ever to Bryan and the ratio divine,
happened along at this point, an r he was
shortly after observed {ndustriously taking
notes it is presumed that the movement to
displace Gov. Mickey in the affections of the
soll tillers is under way. :
Clearly, the end {s not yet. NEBRASKAN.
LiINcoLN, Neb., July 28,

John Mitchell on Reports of an Impend-
ing Coal Strike.

ScrRANTON, Pa., July 20.—John Mitchell
has given out an interview in answer to an
editorial in Thursday's BUN which stated
among other things that an extensive strike
of miners “next spring is possible, if not
probable.” Mr. Mitchell says: “The state-
ment that the miners have begun & move-
ment for a general strike next April in the
event our demands are refused is preposter-
ous, utterly false and absolutely untrue.
The whole article Is in error. We are not
making any preparations for a strike next
April, because we belleve that satisfactory
agreements will be entered upon without
much dificulty. The insiguation that the
United Mine Workers woul doclarrdu strike
in the anthracite and bituminous flelds within
the next two or three months is unfair and
untrue, There won't be anything of the
sort. The United Mine Workers have never
broken an agreement yet and don’t propose
to begin now. We have a written agree-
ment with the bituminous operators, and
will live up to it. We have an agreement
with the anthracite operators through the
commission’s award, and we will live up to
that strictly also.

“The fact that both the commission's award
and the agreement with the bituminous
operators exrlre April 1, 10086, nppeara to
be responsible for these stories of strikes
and general strikes and all that rot. I don't
know just how it happens that both expire
on the same date, but I do know that the
Uni Mine Workers are not responsible,
The article says we are rnlsln‘v. defense
fund to prepare for a strike. e are not,
All the preparation that we are makin
for next year is to prepare ourselves so tha
we will be in position to make the most
vantageous agreement possible with the
operators.”

Mr. W. D, Mann and the “Smart’’ Subscrip-
tion Boeks.

To TRE EDITOR Or THE SUN—Sir: In to-day’s
issue of your paper, under the heading of “Town
Topics Editor Out,” In bold type and at the head
of a column and paragraphed, I find the following
statement:

“It was learned that these persons have sub-
scribed for ‘America's Foremost Familles': Col-
gate Hoyt, $250; Louls V. Bell, $100; Ira A. Klp, $100;
James W. Gerard, $250; George B. Post, Jr., $100:
H. B. Gllbert, $100; A. A. Marks, $500; Jackson Wal-
lace, $500; M. B, Ripley, $500; W. E. Oakman, §250;
Willlam Guggenheim, $500; E, H. Gary, $500, and
W. Gould Brokaw, $500,

“Some of these persons have also contributed
good money for ‘Fads and Fancles.' *

“Some of these persons have also contributed
good money for ‘Fads and Fancles’'” ls absolutely
false. 1 am responsible for the publication of
“Fads and Faucles,” which is almost complete
and ready for dellvery to the subscribers, and I
am proud of my work. I have noshlog to conceal
in 1t or about it. 1 have carefully examined the
1ist of persons represented in “Fads and Fancles"
and not a single one of the above names Is to be
fourdl therein. I therefore request, &s a matter
of simple justice, that you shall publish this letter
in full and In type quite as large and In quite as
prominent a place as you have printed the erro-
neous statement. I do not care to have newspapers
further connect my name with schemes and men
alleged to be blackmalling, as your paragraph of
to-day does conneot me, until at least a scintilla
of evidence shall be produced to show that I have
anything to do with thelr affalrs. W. D. Mawx,

Naw YORK, July 29.

Mr. W. D. Mann is right in this particular,
None of those named as having subscribed
for “America’s Foremost Families” subscribed
for “Fads and Fancles.”

Why They Drown.

To THE EDITOR Oor THE SUN—S{r: May I add
a word or two on the causes of drowning? Whlle
cramps are probably much less frequent than gen-
erally supposed, they doubtless figure to some
extent in fatalities, and would certalnly account
for the “rattles” that one of your correspondents
advances as a cause, but which might be regarded
as effect rather than cause. My theory Is the heart.
Few swimmers appear to realize the severity of
the strain upon that vital organ Imposed by their
efforts In the water, and there are not many. of
us so absolutely sound as to be proof agalnst the
fatal effects of continued overexertion. To most
of us swimming Is an occasional pastime. Our
dally habits are not conductve to the withstanding
of physical atralns, We are fond of our tea and
coffee, Some of us smoke and drink more or leas,
and our mental effort requires a large proportion
of our fuel supply. Add to this state of aflairs
the shock of a plunge In cold water (the other day
at Far Rockaway It was 56 degrees agalnst an alr
temperature of over 80) and we have a falr chafce
of something happering to the venturasome swim-
mer. J. W. EDMONDS,

NEw Yomrx, July 29,

England’s Semi-Tropical Vegetation.
From the Pall Mali Gasette.

Few people have any idea that within five hours
rallway journey from London there is & seml-
tropical belt equal to many in South Africa. Ten
minutes only by steamer across the Sound from
Plymouth will convince the most skeptical of this
fact. In the private gardens belonging to the
Earl of Mount Edgcumbe there is one more shel-
tered than the rest, though only separated by a
short but stiff climb from the sea below. Here in
the open flourish all the year round fine tree camel-
Nas of the true Cape varieties—rich pink and creamy
white, one tree exhibiting the pecullarity of both
colors blossoming at once; sturdy blue gums grow
here twenty feet high; fine clumps of glant and
dwarf bamboo, aplendid frult and tree palms, the
aromatic nutmeg and other splces, enormous
geranlums, ferns from all parta of the woridl and,
last but not leasl, healthy oranges, lemons and
cltrons, all growing vigorously on thelr respoctive
trees. A wonderful testimony to the mlidness
of the Soutli Devon and Cornish coasts.

The North Pole.
No mortal has set eyes on 1t
Since time began to roll;
Hence none may venture to confute
My notlon of the pole.

1 fancy It a fishing rod
Upon a mighty plan,

With fame and glory for the balt,
Designed for catching man.

The Frost King on an loeberg sits
And angles night and day,
A few may nibble here and there,
But always get away.
MCLANDRURGR WYLSON.

Ao [JM‘ »,

BY. JANES CRITICIZED.

The Verbal Elegancies of That Novellit'y
Young Persons.

To T™m EpITon or Tur SBunx—8ir: Mr,
Henry James gave the young ladica nt Bryp
Mawr some excellent advice as to obeerving
the purity of their English, Many of tho.y
students no doubt turned to Mr. James's
pages for examples of the nice distinctions
in speech which he had urged themn to oh-
serve. Perhaps some of them "hit" upon
this passage: “It was deflnitely then that
she (Kate Croy) had begun to ask hersclf
what Aunt Maud was, in vulgar parlance,
‘up to’." A few pgges before this Densher
was “quite disposed to be making his escaps
when pulled up to be placed In relation with
her.” Isn't it also vulgar parlance to say
that Densher was “pulled up”? Itis in describ-
Ing the first meeting of Densher and Kate
Croy that these nice discriminations of writing
are observed. The reader is naturally curious
to see how young persons conduct themselves
in a world of such purity of speech:

“They had found themselves (Densher and Kate)
looking &t each other stralght, and for a longer
time on end than was usual at parties In galleries;
but that, after all, would have been a small affair,
if there hadn't been something else with It It
wasn't, in a word, almply that their eyes had met;
other consclous organs, facultles, feelers had met
as well, and when Kate afterward Imaged to her-
self the sharp, deep fact, she saw It, In the oddest
way, as & partioular performance, She had ob-
served a ladder against a garden wall, and had
trusted herself so to climb it as to be able to see
oVer into the probable garden on the other side. On
reaching the top she had found herself facé to face
with a gentleman engaged In a llke calculation
at the same moment, and the two |nquirers had
remained confronted on the ladders. The great
point was that for the rest of the evening they had
been perohed—they did not climb down.”

Now, wasn't it time for Aunt Maud to say
to Kate, in vulgar parlance, “Come off your
perch"? J. EABTMAN CHASE.

NEW York, July 29.

Canada’s Commercial Year,

While Canada's foreign commerce has
doubled during the last ten years, her record
for the flacal year 1005 In comparison with
the preceding year I8 unsatisfactory. Her
{mports show an increase and her exports
a decrease. The figures for the two years
stand as follows: o

1904,
Imports for consumption....$251,460,737 $261,911,435

The inorease in imports appears largely
in the items on the free list, and is represented
to a considerable extent by raw materiais
and settlers’ effects, both of which are di-
rectly contributory to the welfare of the coun-
try. The exports and their nature are shown
in the following:

3 1004. 1005,

Products of mines............553,626,730 $31,032,825
¢ 11,114,818

Products of forest............ 38,001,022 83,235,683
Animals and thelr products.. 63,812,117 63,337,458
Agriculture . . .. iceveiaiaiiiine 87,138 875 20,994,150
Manufactures.... «ees 10,804,040 21,191,833
Miscellaneous .« oavvirieinenis 121,708 49,075
TOLAl & o svevraasansseesss $108,414,430 $100,854,047

Canada’s foreign commerce, in ita total, is
still very large for a country with so smalla
population, but the last three years show a
retrogression, due to large extent, no doubt,
to a greatly increased domestic comsump-

tion. Her imports and exports for the last
three years stand thus:

Imports. [Ezports.
1008 . o uvvrvnrerernnneneesnss $2833,787,525 $214,401,674
10047555000 iencanivasnssonnees 251,460,787 108,414,430
1008 ¢ 0 eriiians (XTI voe 261,911,485 100,854,047

But this seemingly unfavorable showing
1s no evidence of any commercial stress
across the border, On the contrary, bank
statements, general trade movement, new
raillways, and a busy people, all point to
healthy growth, development, and abundant
reason for the cheerful face which Canada
turns toward her future.

Governor Winthrop of Porto Rico.

To TAE EpITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: In your
issue of the 28th inst. there appeared a splen-
did editorial article under the caption
“Disquiet in Porto Rico,” which has given
great satiafaction to the ialand’s well wishers.

1t is indeed a brilllant recital of the woes
and tribulations of our country and a brave
defense of its neglected rights and interesta
at the hgnds of the American Congrass.

While admiring your ability to treat this
Porto Rican question with an ever Increasing
fascination, I cannot but regret the injustice
corpmitted in the article to the best Governor
Porto Rico has had sincesthe change of
sovereignty.

Your language seemm to carry the impres-
sion that the Chief Magistrate of Porto Rico
is partially blamable for the island's situa-
tion. Porto Rico’s misfortunes cannot be
corrected by Mr. Winthrop any more than
he could influence the Peace Commissioners
from Japan to lower the amount of indemnity
to be asked from Russia. Even Mr. Roose-
velt himself could not constitutionally do
anything to change the island’s status, as
according to the Treaty of Paris it was left
to the will of the American Congress.

We like Mr. Winthrop. He is a man loved
and admired by all classes in Porto Rico,
a}x he has worked wonders in the matter
of establishing the moral equilibrium that
was so much upset on account of his pred-
ecessor's partialities. In justice to that
gentleman it should be said that the island's
sufferings are his sufferings, and that were
it in his power to alleviate the distress he
would be the t to administer the remedy.

NEw YORK, July 28. ENRIQUE ACUNA.

Things Japanese.

Japan is succeeding In Its efforts to control the
shipping trade along the Chinese coast. The new
service between Shanghal! and Hongkong via
Fuchan and Amoy Is dolng & large business, which
will be permanent, as it provides connections be-
tween the service jolnlng Formosa ports and ports
of the Chiness coast. The Japanese Government
subsidizes the llne, subject to the vessels arriving
and leaving on time. At present the vesseis o
use are all chartered veasels, but as soon as the war
is over they will fly the sunrayed flag of Japan.
Of this Chinese coast trade American vessels only
represent 14 per cent. Great Britaln's share ls
5134 per cent,

Japan has 9,020 agricultural, commerclal, indus-
trial and transportation Incorporated companies,
with $625,000,000 authorized capital, of which $420,-
000,000 was pald up on March 81, 1903, the close of
the Japanese fiscal year. The growth since 18%,
the first flacal year after the Chino-Japanese
war, Is ¢,520 companies and $500,000,000 pald up
capital. A further great expansion of Japaneis
business,internal and external, will doubtless fol-
low the close of the present war.

Japan's crop of barley and wheat was 20,000,000
koku (10,000,000 bushels) in 1904, agalnst 13,000,000
koku (6,500,000 bushels) in 1908, an Increase of 7,000, -
000 koku (8,800,000 bushels) just when they were
wanted—the war year; the rice crop was 50,000,000
koku (25,000,000 bushels), an Increase of 3.000.00
koku (1,500,000 bushels);: the raw silk produced In
1008 was 2,400,000 kwan (34,000,000 pounds troy),
an inorease over 1801 of 200,000 kwan (2,000,u0
pounds troy): the 1003 production of cotton yarn
was 30,800,000 kwan (308,000,000 pounds troy), an
{ncrease over 1001 of 300,000 kwan (3,000,000 pounds
troy): the 1908 production of coal was 10,000,000
tons, an increase of 1,500,000 tons over 1801; of iron
the 1908 product was 8,500,000 kwan (85,000,000
pounds troy), an Increase of 700,000 kwan (7,000,000
pounds troy) over 1901; of copper the 1003 output
was 60,000,000 kin (67,000,000 pounds), an Increase
over 1901 of 5,000,000 kin (6,600,000 pounds); of petro-
Jeum the 1908 production was 800,000 koku (ltquid)
equal to 81,000,000 American gallons, a small In-
crease over 1901, but double the product of 15,
and quadruple the product of 1887, It would seem
as if, for years, nature had been helping Japan
to acquire national assets as a financlal basis for
the present war. Rice, barley, wheat, raw sllk,
ootton yam, copper, iron, coal and petroieum are
Japan's chict products.

From $18,500,000 exports and $13,000,000 imports
in 1884, & total of forelgn commerce of $26.500,000,
to $156,000,000 exports and $181,000,000 imports 10
1004, & total forelgn commerce of $337,000,0M, all
increase of $310,600,000, 18 the record of the growtn
of Japan's forelgn commerce In only 10 years. How
can a country be kept back whose forelgn commerce
increases $31,000,000 each year for 16 years, startIng
with only $26,500,000, and two of the ycars war
years?

Reosults of Japin's Success.
From the St. Petersburg Rasviet.

All the nations, blind to the future, are fawning
upon victorious Japan. Great Britaln, happy In
the fall of Russia, utters saurical cxpressions of
sympathy. America means to sead her Secretary
of War and a party of eccentric American ladies
onatour to the Mikado's realm, France, fear
ful of what may be In store for Indo-China, permi's
Japan to order her here and there. Even 1he
erowned Hohenzollern, who a few short years aco
sounded the most solemn of warnings to the wii'e
race, makes a dash to the rallway statton In I

Un to hall the Uttleyellow Prince from Japan aud
overwhelm him with his attentions.
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